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Overview of 2019

o Eastern Mediterranean Route:
- 75 000 migrant arrivals, especially by sea;
- Turkey also prevented some 130 000
departures;
- overcrowded reception centres & mainland
transfers;

o Western Balkans Route:
- 79 000 IBCs by non-regional migrants
- some 3 300 linked to visa-free nationals in WB;
- 4 000 IBCs by regional migrants;

o Eastern Med. and Western Balkans Routes are
interconnected
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Overview of Q1 2020

o Eastern Mediterranean:

9 300 migrant arrivals, especially by sea;
enhanced response in Greece;
concerns of possible escalations;

o Western Balkans:

o Migrants already on-route influence pressure.

29 000 IBCs by non-regional migrants
Serbia-centred route remained attractive;
re-routing via Albania-Kosovo*

COVID-19 reduce mobility in mid-March;
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COVID-19 Restrictions

Measures in response to the pandemic:
- states of emergency;

- border closures/ restrictions;

- curfews;

- regional public transport restrictions;

- quarantine measures;

- precautionary measures including in reception

facilities;
- restricted gatherings;
- etc.

Consequence: reduced regional mobility
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Reduced migratory pressure under COVID-19 restrictions

. . 6000 - IBCs by non-regional migrants in the north (SRB-HRV/ROU/HUN and BIH-HRV
@) Sha r‘p deC rease m]d 'Ma rCh to m]d - borders) and in the south (GRC-ALB/N.MKD borders) of the region
M ay: 5000 - detections between BCPs, on both sides of the borders
- Eastern Mediterranean; 4000

CoVID-19

- Western Balkans (main entry points & 3o

main WB exit points) 2000 |\/|
1000 -

o Large numbers of migrants are still

en- r’oute: Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov | Dec | Jan Feb | Mar ‘ Apr* ‘May*
. 2019 2020
B 1 n G reece / Tu rkey Albania-Greece  Greece-North Macedonia k Croatia-Serbia m Hungary-Serbia m Romania-Serbia © Bosnia and Herzegovina-Croatia
- in the Western Balkans Stacked columns

Source: Frontex data
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restrictions begin being e P L o
eased-off mid-May W“‘“M. 1
o Easing of COVID-19 restrictions

- lifting of emergency in Serbia; BULGARIA

- easing restrictions in centres; J

- eased transport restrictions /j
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o Increased pressure starting mid-May ™

- south and north of the WB P A ——————

— Western Balkan route Kosovo-Serbia leg GREECE

o Outlook: s i st e RO v Lt

- migrants already en-route likely first to move;
- additional arrivals to be expected;
- enhanced cooperation remains necessary to prevent escalations.
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